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11-14 January 2018
Autosport International
NEC Birmingham
www.autosportinternational.com

27 January 2018
Northern Lights Dinner
Rookery Hall Hotel, Nantwich
First Club Event of the year!
Robert Crooks
Email: robertcrooks@icloud.com 

7 – 11 February 2018
Rétromobile
Porte de Versaille, Paris
www.retromobile.com

15 – 18 February 2018
London Classic Car Show
ExCeL London
www.thelondonclassiccarshow.
co.uk

23 – 25 February 2018
Race Retro
Stoneleigh
www.raceretro.com 

11 March 2018
The New Club Spring Event
British Motor Museum at Gaydon
Contact: Derek Mills
Email: derekmills1@tiscali.co.uk

17 – 18 March 2018
Goodwood 76th Members’ Meeting
Goodwood Circuit, Chichester
www.goodwood.com 

20 – 26 March 2018
Maserati Owners Club of 
Australia – 
Global Gathering
Melbourne to Sydney,
Australia
 
Details on the Club website

30 March – 2 April 2018
Horsham Piazza Italia
Horsham, Surrey
Italian Car & Bike Festival
www.horshampiazzaitalia.co.uk 

7 April 2018
Alton Italian Car Day
Departure Lounge Café, 
Hampshire GU34 4BH
Contact: Ross Aylward
Email: marengo2@hotmail.co.uk 

20 – 22 April 2018
Motor Legend Festival,  
Imola 2018
Imola
www.motorlegendfestival.com 

21 April 2018  
A Visit to McGrath Maserati 
Location: Unit 8, Claggy Road, 
Kimpton, 
Herts. SG4 8QB
Details on the Club website

27 – 29 April 2018
3 Great Counties of 
Northern England
Northumberland, County 
Durham & Cumbria
Details on the Club website

4 – 6 May 2018
Donington Historic Festival
Castle Donington, Derby DE74 2RP
www.doningtonhistoric.com

5 May 2018
Auto Italia Italian Car Day
Brooklands
www.auto-italia.net

5 – 7 May 2018
Scarborough Festival of Speed
Oliver’s Mount, Scarborough, 
North Yorkshire, YO11 2YW
www.oliversmountracing.com 
Email: office@pmhpromotions.
comx
Telephone: 01723 373000

13 May 2018
Classics at the Villa
Villa Scalabrini, Shenley, WD7 9BB
www.classicsatthevilla.com

16 – 19 May 2018
Mille Miglia
Brescia, Italy
www.1000miglia.eu

19 – 20 May 2018
Beaulieu Spring Autojumble
National Motor Museum, 
Hampshire
www.beaulieu.co.uk 

20 – 29 May 2018
CM18
Pyrenees
Contact: John Bennett
Email: 
chairman@maseraticlub.co.uk

25 – 27 May 2018
Concorso d’Elegenza Villa d’Este
Lake Como, Italy
consorcodelegenzavilladeste.com   

2 June 2018
Alton Italian Car Day
Departure Lounge Café,  
Hampshire GU34 4BH
Contact: Ross Aylward
Email: marengo2@hotmail.co.uk 

2 – 3 June 2018
Argyll Festival of Performance
Inveraray Castle, 
Argyll PA32 8XF
Contact nterry762@gmail.com 

Details on the club website

10 June 2018
Maserati Club AGM & 
Concours- Blenheim Palace

9 July 2018
Maserati Club Track Day
Blyton Park circuit, Lincolnshire
Contact: Geoff Lancaster
Email: 
geoff.lancaster@btinternet.com

20 – 22 July 2018
Silverstone Classic
Silverstone
Details on the Club website 

29 July 2018
Supercar Sunday
Brooklands
www.auto-italia.net
www.brooklandsmuseum.com 
Email: mail@philwardevents.com

4 – 5 August 2018
Beaulieu Supercar Weekend
National Motor Museum, 
Hampshire
www.beaulieu.co.uk

5 August 2018
Summer Garden Party
Dering Arms, Pluckley TN27 0RR
Email: jim@deringarms.com

30 August – 1 September 2018
Salon Privé
Blenheim Palace
www.salonpriveconcours.com 

7 – 9 September 2018
Goodwood Revival
Chichester, Sussex
www.goodwood.com 

15 – 16 September 2018
BOIR 2018 (Best of Italy Race)
Emilia Romagna
www.bestofitalyrace.com

26 – 30 September 2018
Maserati International Rally
2018 - Berlin, Germany
Details on the Club website

4 – 7 October 2018
Autumn Meeting
Isle of Man
Contact: Edwin Faulkner
Email: EJF@MANX.NET

14 October 2018
Autumn Motorsport Festival
Brooklands
www.brooklandsmuseum.com 
Email: mail@philwardevents.com 

27 – 28 April 2019
CM Spring Rally 2019
In the Nene Valley

17 – 26 June 2021
Highland Fling IV

If you have a date you would like included in this section please email it to newsletter@maseraticlub.co.uk

Articles and news items on Maserati related topics are welcome. Please address contributions to:  
Henry McNeill, The Editor, 15 The Crofts, Upper Halliford Green, Shepperton TW17 8SD. 
Email: newsletter@maseraticlub.co.uk   Copy deadline for the Feb/Mar Issue is 5th March 2018.
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Diary Plan your diary to ensure you don’t miss the motoring events that matter to you.
Maserati Club UK events are highlighted and marked with the Trident.
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Film themed display at the NEC, Where the car was the star
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We were not numbers at Portmeirion!

Photo Dave Smith

Photo Dave Smith

Photos by  Diane McNeill

Photo Dave Smith

Photo Dave Smith

Full details
inside

Vera Cooper Rose Bowl	 –    Angie Daw
President’s Trophy	 –    Edwin Faulkner
Vice-President’s Trophy	 –    Bob Amato 
Anthony Hartley Trophy	 –    Geoff Lancaster
TASO Mathieson Trophy	 –    Tony Young

Celebrating in style at The Bluebird

Copy Dates
Editorial and advertisements for 
the February/March Issue should 

be in by 5th February 2018 



With my departure due at the 2018 AGM, the Club 
is inviting applications for the post of Newsletter 
Editor to take on this role.

With more and more reliance on the website, 
the first task of a new Editor will be look at how 
the Newsletter should evolve to best fit with the 
Website and Trident.

We employ a graphic designer to complete the 
layouts and the Editors role is to select the copy 
and photos to fill the spaces and to decide on the 

content of each page. While I was working in the 
USA I did most of the compilation remotely.  You 
can also choose to spread the workload over time 
or, as I preferred, concentrating on it during the 
last weekend of publication.

As Newsletter Editor you would be a Member of 
the Club Committee and that involves five  
meetings a year including the AGM. The meetings 
are generally held just west of London. The term is 
usually for three years. A big benefit of the  

position is you can get press passes for some  
relevant motoring events - the highlight for me 
was Desert Concorso in Palm Springs and a few 
events at Monterey Car Week. If you did have the 
time (unfortunately I did not, and still do not), you 
could really benefit by becoming a more visible 
part of the Maserati community.

Feel free to contact me and I am happy to discuss 
any queries or interest you may have at  
newsletter@maserati.co.uk. 

Club News Club News
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The Autumn Weekend to 
Portmeirion was the highlight of my 
Maserati year. The original Prisoner 
television series is etched in my 
mind. I was still at primary school 
when it was first broadcast and was 
intrigued with the theme tune and 
the Lotus Seven (KAR 120C) driving 
into the underground car park, 
kindling both an interest in cars 
and a desire to live in London, even 
at that early stage in my career! 
Many thanks to Simon and Caroline 
for arranging the perfect weekend 
for us, I will not forget it.

I am so glad that the wonderful 
Andrew Hutton has decided to 
arrange the Christmas Dinner 
at the Bluebird in 2018, after a 

veiled threat to retire. I do love 
going there, as it does capture that 
special ‘Maserati Spirit’, so essential 
during the festive season.

Black Friday deals did not stop at 
Amazon and retail shops, but our 
friends at Maranello had one as 
well. I had been planning to attend 
their Christmas Celebration, but 
I had to man the stand at 
Shepperton’s Big Tree night on 
behalf of our Rotary Club.  
For more exploits regarding the 
Maranello garage in Egham, please 
read this edition’s TorqueTalk.

I know it is not Maserati, but there 
was a sense of grief in Shepperton 
after the killing of Ian Squire in the 

Nigerian delta while dispensing eye 
care and glasses in a very deprived 
area. Why do I mention this? 
I thought you would be interested 
in that he was an engineer at heart. 
While the world is moving toward 
‘cleaner cars’, Ian developed a solar 
powered glass grinding machine to 
become a mobile optician, helping 
over 100,000 Africans without the 
need for electricity. A truly global gent. 

It does tend to be a quieter time 
of year, driving wise, apart from 
leaving my car to McGraths for its 
annual service. The drive always 
reminds me I should be enjoying 
it more, but there are few roads in 
the South East suitable for spirited 
driving. 

Auguri per un felice
Henry, December 2017

We’re almost half way through my 
three-year term as Chairman of the 
Club and I have to say that I’m very 
much enjoying the whole experience.  
Most of the pleasure is due to 
Committee members who gel well 
with everyone pulling their weight. 
They make it very easy for me and 
I try hard to reciprocate, always  
remembering this is a hobby!

You will notice a large drop in 
membership in Dave Smith’s report 
this issue.  We have carried out a 
much-needed clean-up of the 
membership lists as we had 
numerous Members paying the old 
subscription rate as well as a 
number who chose not to renew.  
They were all warned again and 
those who didn’t respond have been 
removed!  That said, we continue 
to sign new members at an ever-
increasing rate via the website.

As you will read elsewhere, it is of 
great benefit to the Club if you 
renew your membership through the 
website when the time comes!

Susan and I didn’t make the  
Autumn meeting at Portmeirion as it 
clashed with our week at the house 
in Normandy with grown-up kids and 
grandchildren. It was a huge event 
with 50+ cars and received glowing 
reports; so well-done Simon and 
Caroline for your organisation. I did 
make it to the NEC for a stint on the 
Club stand organised by Paul Yardley 
for the first time.  ‘Maseratis in 
Films’ was the theme and it worked 
brilliantly. We should have won best 
stand again but I guess others must 
take a turn! It goes without saying 
that we are enormously indebted to 
David and Angie Daw whose  
company provides the stand at 
minimal cost to the Club. Next up 

was the Christmas lunch at the 
Bluebird and what a great time  
was had by one and all!  Thanks to  
Andrew and Alison Hutton for  
putting this together once again.

Finally, the Club is organising the 
Maserati International Meeting in 
September 2019 and we need a 
graphic designer to help with the 
layouts and design of a simple 
website with associated paperwork 
etc. If you would like to become 
involved and are able to offer the 
Club some very special rates or help 
voluntarily in your spare time, 
please get in touch with 
Peter Holmes  
kerfield321@gmail.com or myself.

My best wishes to you all for a 
happy Christmas and good times 
in 2018.

Editor’s Agenda

Chairman’s Notes 

John Bennett, Chairman
chairman@maseraticlub.co.uk
01620 895 256

Henry McNeill,
newsletter@maseraticlub.co.uk

John Bennett
Chairman

Every year we present our trophies at the Christmas Lunch in recognition of achievements, and here is the rationale:
	 •	 President’s Trophy – for meritorious service by a Club member throughout the year and it is awarded to Edwin Faulkner.   
		  Edwin organised yet another excellent Maserati gathering at the Silverstone Classic and yet another meticulously well organised 
		  “last Highland Fling” for sixteen couples driving around Scotland, The Orkney Islands and the Isle of Skye over 14 nights.  
		  Previous winner Andy Heywood.
	 •	 Vice-President’s Trophy –  for a remarkable and outstanding achievement during the year. This award goes to Bob Amato.  
		  Bob organises with Mary Pole the only Maserati charity fund raising event which he calls Maserati & Margaritas. Bob does the 		
		  cooking to raise money for different charities each year. This year they raised £280 for Claire House Children’s Hospice.   
		  Previous winner Roger Epsztajn.
	 •	 Anthony Hartley Trophy – for the best Club event is awarded to Geoff Lancaster. For organising the annual Blyton Park track day.  
		  It is well appreciated by those that attend and by the club whose heritage is based on racing cars. Previous winner Ken Chisholm.
	 •	 TASO Mathieson Trophy – for best use of a Maserati or promotion of the Club and is awarded to Tony Young with his 1970 unique 	
		  Targa Top and Spyder Ghibli. It was the winner of the car of the show at The NEC Classic Car show last year. I believe Tony has 		
		  owned the car for some 30 years. Previous winner Cliff Clifton.
	 •	 Vera Cooper Rose Bowl is awarded to awarded to a woman who has made a significant contribution to the Club or best promoted 	
		  Maserati and the award goes to Angie Daw for her significant contribution towards the design of the Maserati stand at the 
		  NEC Classic Car Show. Last year the club won the overall prize for the best large stand. Not awarded last year, Teresa Lerry won it 
		  the year before.

We would like to encourage all members who presently pay their 
subscription by cheque or standing order to consider renewing their sub-
scriptions by using a payment card via the website. It is a simple 2 stage 
process. Firstly, to add the card details which you want use, followed by 
selecting your subscription payment amount. The first time you do this, 
on confirming your subscription type, your subscription payment will be 
debited immediately, subsequently, the payment will be taken on an 
annual basis on this renewal date, unless you cancel your membership.

Once set up, if you want to change your card details, or change your 
subscription type (e.g. moving overseas) you can do so at any time in 
your subscription year, and on your renewal date these new details will 
be used for the payment.

See the “Payment” tab on the “My Account” page on the website.

As the year draws to a close, I have been 
reflecting on a full calendar of events in 2017 
and looking to an even fuller program in 2018.  
We seem to be have been embarking on more 
ambitious tours in recent years which with 
longer durations leads to higher costs and 
means there is an even greater need for 
organisers to manage their budgets.  I am very 
grateful to all our event organisers for having 
achieved just that and for working closely with 
me.  With members preparing for trips to the 
Pyrenees, Germany, the Isle of Man and even 
Australia in 2018, I am pleased to see that there 
is still room for a more traditional weekend 
format event in the Three Great Counties of 
Northern England which Clare and I will be at-
tending and are very much looking forward to. 
We are also starting the planning for Cameron 

Millar 2019 in the Nene Valley and this will also 
have a Friday to Sunday format. 

Members who have been with the Club for 
several years usually renew their membership 
in January, many of you use a standing order or 
simply post a cheque to Dave Smith.  We do not 
send renewal notices out as this would be too 
costly but rely on reminders in the newsletter. 

Once again, I would like to ask members 
who still pay by cheque or standing order to 
consider moving to online payments through 
the website. The main advantage of this is that 
once you are paying through the website it all 
happens automatically each year, your 
payment will be taken each anniversary unless 
you cancel your membership and it means 

much less work for your Administrator and 
Treasurer in manually updating the database. 
However, we know that not everyone is 
comfortable with websites and electronic 
payments and we are still happy to take 
payments by the traditional methods. 

Virtually all new members are now joining 
through the website, and about half of the total 
membership is now set up to renew this way, 
if you are one of them you can sit back and 
relax, your next subscription payment will be 
collected automatically on the anniversary of 
your joining date. 

Best wishes to all our members for a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year, 
Jerry Hutton

Every member can add a Classified Ad for cars or spare parts to the 
Market page on the website. The Ad will run for 2 months. These Ads will 
also appear in the Newsletter for two editions, and one edition of Auto 
Italia magazine.

When you have sold your car or spare parts, you can remove the 
Ad yourself. You can also modify your Ad e.g. add further pictures to a 
maximum of 5, change the description, price etc. etc. 
Both of these operations can be done by going to the “Members Home” 
page on the website, scroll down to the “Your Classified Ads” section, and 
taking the “View Classified Ads” button. You can also add a Classified Ad 
using the “Add a Classified Ad” button.

If you change your email address, please remember to update the web-
site as your email address is used for occasional communications from 
the Club and your website login. To do this please log in to the website 
using your old email address, select the “Your Profile” tab on the 
“My Account” page, and change the email address to your new one.

What are our trophies for, who won them & why?  -  By Michael O’Shea & Dave Smith

Maserati Club Website Update  - By Graham Wood

Club Website Update
Update from the Treasurer  - By Jerry Hutton

Subscription Payment via the Website Classified Ads on the Website

Changing Email Address

Wanted New Newsletter Editor - By Henry McNeill



Event Reports - 

The most frequent event I have 
attended in my club tenure, now 
going into my 18th year. And, I still 
look forward to it. I have the luxury 
of the Bluebird being quite local 
to me, but it still gives the chance 
to walk down the Kings Road 
from Sloane Square tube station, 
another highlight for Mrs McNeill. 
Diane, who is an infrequent 
member to these events, finds it 
friendly and convivial and a great 
way to kick off the festivities. It was 
also great to see President Fyshe 
in fine fettle. Many thanks to Andrew Hutton for delivering Christmas, 
again, and best wishes to the trophy winners!

I have just been re-reading that 
wonderful book by Colin Crabbe, 
which details some of his many 
exploits with some tremendous 
motor cars. Whilst doing so, I was 
reminded of his hilarious  
experiences with a Citroen SM. 
Clearly, he was totally unsuitable 
to drive such a sensitive machine, 
but that it no way detracts from 
his hugely entertaining experiences 
with the car, which unsurprisingly 
finished with the SM on its roof. 
There is a further incident with a 
Michelin tyre from the car  
embedding itself on a poor 
mechanic. 

We published a review a couple of 
issues ago, but it’s a book you can 
pick up, leave for a bit, and then 
go back to. Rarely, for these days, 
the book has excellent indexes 
for both people and cars. Great 
fun and beautifully illustrated, 
and a fabulous Christmas present 
for some lucky people.

Simon has issued an article on 
my SM and fellow member John 
Cochrane’s lovely Merak in the 
Trident, covering as it does, part 
of the era now expunged from 
Maserati history by the Chrysler 
Fiat persons.

The Christmas Lunch - By Henry McNeill

The Thrill of the Chase, revisited  - By Jonothan Ward
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Club News Club News
Northern Lights Dinner - 27 January 2018

The London Classic Car Show  
- 15 – 18 February 2018

There are still few places left on the 
Northern Lights Dinner, the first 
Club event for 2018. This is being 
held at the Rookery Hall Hotel, Main 
Road Worleston, Nantwich Cheshire 
CW5 6DG. 01270 610016. 

Cost per head will be £58 to include 
pre-dinner drinks and canapés, three 
course dinner, coffee and petit fours 
with dancing to a live band. Pre-dinner 
drinks from19.00 and 19.45ish for 
dinner.

Accommodation, if required, for 
Members attending the dinner can be 
arranged directly with the hotel which 
has set aside 20 Executive Rooms for 
a limited time at a special B&B rate of 

£155 per room (early reservation is 
advisable).
For those looking for a bit of 
pampering the hotel has a lovely 
spa - for those wishing to book 
treatments, advance booking is 
advisable to avoid disappointment. 
And HR Owen, as one of the event 
sponsors, will have two cars available 
on Saturday afternoon for test drives - 
driving licences will be required.

Anybody wishing to reserve one of 
the final places, please submit your 
booking form (available on Events 
page on the Club website) as soon as 
possible. Please contact 
robertcrooks@icloud.com if you 
require more details.

A celebration of the world’s 
greatest classic cars is co-located 
with the Historic Motorsport 
International. Now in its fourth 
year, the show has become the 
must-attend event for any 
discerning classic car owner, 
collector, expert or enthusiast.
Each year here at The London Classic 
Car Show we strive to bring you fresh 
content and the very best that the 
classic car market has to offer. 
The 2018 event is going to be their 
biggest event to date covering over 
10 football pitches and brings over 
700 classic cars to admire, adore and 
own. the show: 
•	 THE GRAND AVENUE:  
	 Over 60 glorious classic cars 		
	 drive down out indoor runway 
•	 GETAWAY CARS:  
	 A curated display of the best 		
	 heist vehicles 	   	
•	 ICON AWARD:  
	 Its currently a closely guarded 
	 secret of who will the London 
	 Classic Car Show celebrate  
	 in 2018? 
Your ticket also gives you free entry 
to Historic Motorsport International 
which is a celebration of period race 
cars and includes some of the 
greatest F1, rally and sports cars. It 
is the perfect addition to your day at 
London Classic Car Show. See 
www.thelondonclassiccarshow.co.uk 
for further details.

Spring Meet at Gaydon
-  11 March 2018

A great opportunity to dust off 
the Maserati and enjoy a visit 
to the British Motor Museum 
at Gaydon. Plenty of dedicated 
parking, entry to the Museum, 
followed by a glass of bubbly 
and a 3 course buffet lunch, all 
for £29.50! A not to be missed 
opportunity to catch up with 
friends after the winter.

The registration form is now 
on the club website. If you 
are unable to register for this 
event on the web then contact 
Derek Mills to register by post 
to The Bell House 4a Dorking 
Rd.Epsom.KT18 7LX.  Please 
email derekmills1@tiscali.co.uk
or telephone 
01372 728933 if you need any 
further details.

Maserati Owners Club of Australia – Global Gathering  20-26 Mar 2018

Motor Legend Festival, Imola   20 – 22 April 2018

This will be the first ever Global Gathering for Maserati Clubs and has 
the full support of Maserati S.p.A and Maserati Australia & New Zealand. 
The event is planned to run as a road trip over seven nights, 
commencing on Tuesday 20th March 2018 and finishing in Sydney on 
Monday 26th March 2018.

See the club website for further information, including event 
pricing, indicative shipping costs, accommodation options and a 
booking form. Pricing is now available for the cars to be supplied by 
Maserati Australia.

The proposed program will start with two nights in Torquay on Victoria’s 
famed Surf Coast (about 1¼ hours South of Melbourne), followed by 
three nights on the road and finishing with two nights in Sydney.

It will incorporate such iconic drives and places as the Great Ocean 
Road (frequently listed among the world’s top 10 drives), Auto Italia in 
Canberra (Australia’s premiere event for Italian cars) and a grand finale 
event at the Sydney Opera House. 
For overseas visitors, this timing also fits well with the Australian 
Grand Prix (usually mid March) and the Phillip Island Historic Races 
(usually early March).

We will be staying in premium accommodation and the event will include 
many special functions along the way, including a visit to an outback 
Australian station (ranch, farm). We are planning to make it as easy 
as possible for overseas people to bring their cars. We are currently 
organising a process for the shipping of cars and temporary registration 
to allow overseas cars to be driven on Australian roads, all at the best 
possible pricing.

We will have a support truck with mechanic and tools accompanying the 
Tour to minimise any problems cars may have.

We will also appoint a preferred travel agent to put together some 
packages for those who wish to see a little more of this great country, 
either before or after the Gathering. Packages could include the Red 
Centre, the “Top End” of the Northern Territory, the Great barrier Reef 
and some of the world’s best wilderness areas in Tasmania.

The event will 
consist of  
competitions and 
exhibitions of 
past and present 
cars and bikes, 
including FIA 
Masters Historic 
Formula One and 
FIA Masters 
Historic Sport 
Cars championship races. There will be exciting commemorations, 
including the 50-year anniversary of Martini Racing, 30th anniversary of 
Ayrton Senna’s first F1 world championship victory, and much more, still 
to be announced. See www.motorlegendfestival.com. 

Shindi Lal 
I am the proud owner of a very unique and bespoke 2008 Maserati 
GranTurismo 4.2 Auto, which is simply amazing. My working life has 
always been in the prestige retail car industry where through my hard 
work and passion I successfully ran the best sales brands in the world, 
including Ferrari and Maserati. This is where my passion and love for 
the brand truly came into effect, which has now lead me to running my 
own business offering a bespoke service from finding, purchasing to 
maintaining these beautiful cars and meeting wonderful people who 
share the same passion for the brand as me.

I am delighted to be welcome into the club and thank you once again 
for allowing me to become a member. I live and work in Milton Keynes 
and have two bases in North London and Hayes London.

Member Introductions 

•	 Club Website: www.maseraticlub.co.uk 
•	 The Club has a Dropbox folder where you can post photographs. 
	 Please contact me for access, newsletter@maseraticlub.co.uk 
•	 Maserati on Twitter: @MaseratiNews and(@Maserati_HQ , lots of news
	 tweets, www.twitter.com 
•	 Maserati on Facebook: www.facebook.com/Maserati
•	 Maserati Racing & Trofeo World Series: www.maseraticorse.com 
•	 Maserati Store, things to buy with a Trident: www.maseratistore.com/en/ 
•	 Pinterest, an online pinboard with great photographs: 
	 www.pinterest.com and search for Maserati
•	 www.maseratinet.com , US based parts and information
•	 Mexico Registry: http://www.mexico-registry.com
•	 Maserati Club of Ireland: www.maseraticlub.ie 
•	 www.classicdriver.com, which has Maserati content and cars for sale
	 from time to time
•	 www.maserati100.com, the centenary website
•	 www.linkedin.com – Maserati Owners Group
•	 Maserati Forum (UK-based, see http://www.maseratiforum.co.uk)
•	 Sports Maserati (in http://www.sportsmaserati.com/forum.php)
•	 Auto Italia www.auto-italia.net
•	 Maserati Youtube channel www.youtube.com/watch?v=5WuVTdv6fvI 
•	 Follow Maserati on Instagram
•	 Follow Maserati Club UK -  maseraticlubuk

Maserati on the Web 

Membership on the 5th December 2017 stood at 587, this time last year the 
figure was 685, the drop in numbers is due to non-payers and members not 
paying the correct S/O fee being removed from the database
New members signed up since the publication of the last newsletter are: -

Name                            Member No.       Area                             Car

David Driver	 5305	 London	 Sebring
Nick Bowden	 5307	 Hertfordshire	 Quattroporte V
Shindi Lal	 5312	 Buckinghamshire	 GranTurismo
Ray Lancaster	 5313	 Kent	 GranTurismo
Chandra Rao	 5314	 Essex	 GranTurismo
Bruce Chisholm	 5315	 Scotland	 Levante

A warm welcome to the club and 
best wishes for Christmas and 2018 to all my readers.

Dave Smith - Club Administrator Tel  01494 717 701    admin@maseraticlub.co.uk

Welcome to the Club

The Board of The Maserati Club Ltd
Chairman & Director:	 John Bennett	 chairman@maseraticlub.co.uk
Treasurer & Director: 	 Jerry Hutton	 treasurer@maseraticlub.co.uk
Secretary & Director:	 Michael O’Shea	 secretary@maseraticlub.co.uk

Committee Members
President:	 Alexander Fyshe
Vice-President: 	 Sir Drummond Bone	 vicepresident@maseraticlub.co.uk
Newsletter Editor: 	 Henry McNeill 	 newsletter@maseraticlub.co.uk
Trident Associate Editor:	 Simon Park 	 associateeditor@maseraticlub.co.uk
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Club News Club News

Three Great Counties of Northern England   27 – 29 April 2018

A Ducal Invitation:  
The Argyll Festival of Performance 2018    2 – 3 June 2018

Italian Car Day at Brooklands  -  5 May 2018 Maserati Club Track Day   -  9 July 2017

The Pyrenees - Cameron Millar Spring Rally 2018  -  27 – 29 April 2018

This event has been planned as a 
total wind down. No timetables, no 
quizzes, no challenges, no concours: 
just good company, good food and 
good wine. Everything is designed 
to be taken at your own pace, be 
it a slow scenic drive or something 
a bit more spirited! If you’ve never 
been to a club event, this is the one 
to attend to take the opportunity to 
meet us all.

We will be staying at Slaley Hall near 
Hexham in Northumberland and  
finishing the event in Barnard Castle 
in County Durham with brief  
excursions into Cumbria.   

Slaley Hall is an Edwardian mansion 
set in 1,000 acres of Northumber-
land countryside: perfect for an 
idyllic short break. Facilities available 
onsite include golf, spa, 4×4 driving, 
quad biking, walking and swimming. 
So much to do that you don’t even 
have to drive over the weekend if 
you don’t feel like it!

The price is £525 for 2 people  
sharing a double or twin room, 
Single occupancy rooms are  
available. The booking form is 
available on the club website.

The UK’s biggest and best Italian car 
gathering. The event provides visitors 
with the opportunity to see and hear 
Italian cars being demonstrated on 
the circuit at the adjacent Mercedes-
Benz World and the demanding Test 
Hill. Visitors arriving in any Italian car, 
be it a Fiat or a Ferrari, will have the 
opportunity to park in the areas set 
aside for the appropriate marques, 
car clubs and register displays. 

The relocation of the aircraft hangar 
and aviation exhibits has created an 
extensive new display area for Italian 

cars. Access has also been improved 
for 2018 and to reduce queueing at 
the gate there will be a dedicated 
entrance for Alfa Romeo and Abarth 
owners through The Heights car 
park. 

Selected cars will be invited 
to take part in the track 
demonstration and the hill climb. 
The emphasis for applications this 
year will be on classics. 
For all event information contact: 
mail@philwardevents.com. 

Our annual trackday is once again 
booked for Blyton Park near Lincoln 
and since this is the time of year 
when we all start filling up next year’s 
diary here is another date for you…
July 9th! Building on the tremendous 
success of last year’s event we will 
once again offer participants and 
partners the opportunity to dine 
together on the previous night and 
David Daw, who organises the ‘social’ 
elements of the event, has secured 
unique accommodation for us right 
in the centre of historic Lincoln 
within the Cathedral precincts at 
The Old Palace, which as the name 
suggests was formerly the Bishop’s 
Palace. (http://theoldpalace.org.  We 
will dine in Lincoln at a venue yet 
to be selected. There is secure, cctv 
monitored reserved parking but 
those with trailers are advised to 
drop off at Blyton Park prior to join-
ing the group at the hotel.

On the day itself participants will 
gather at the circuit for driver’s/pas-
senger’s briefing at 0830 hrs and the 
circuit will be available at will after 
completing a sighting lap behind 
the course car. Those accompany-
ing people preferring a little retail 

therapy to the cut and thrust of 
the track will be able to explore the 
delightful old quarter of Lincoln with 
its many boutiques and have a relax-
ing lunch.

This year’s event provides the usual 
delights for the keen driver including 
as always the expert instruction of 
ace ARDS instructor, Mark Hales. 
However this year there is the added 
attraction of driving on two different 
circuit configurations. In the morning 
we will run the fast, swoopy Outer 
Circuit and in the afternoon switch 
to the twisty and more technical 
Eastern Circuit.

If you would like to book now 
you will be have the advantage 
of booking at 2017 rates. The 
trackday is thus held until the 
New Year at £130 per driver (pas-
sengers are free) and accommoda-
tion for 1 or 2 nights is £110 for a 
double room and £85 for a single. 
An email to Geoff Lancaster at 
Geoff.lancaster@btinternet.com 
will reserve your trackday place 
and you can book your accommo-
dation at the special rate direct by 
quoting ‘Maserati Club’.

A driving tour of approx 850 miles though the Spanish and French 
foothills and mountains of the Pyrenees.  Spectacular scenery and some 
great driving roads. 
The tour departs from Plymouth on Sunday 20 May by ferry to Santander 
and returns from Santander arriving Portsmouth on Tuesday 29th May. 
Numbers are very limited as the hotels in the mountains are quite small 
and so the tour is expected to sell out within a day or two of opening - 
probably before this Newsletter hits the streets.  
Check the Club website for more information.

The inaugural Argyll Festival of Performance (AFP) will take place at 
the evocative and picturesque lochside Inveraray Castle over two 
days next year (Saturday and Sunday, 2 and 3 June).  
Situated in the Western Highlands of Scotland, known for superb 
driving roads and stunning scenery, the AFP will create a Festival 
Village within the garden and grounds of the 18th Century castle 
home of the 13th Duke of Argyll. The AFP promises a show and 
lifestyle event with lots of special features intended to attract a local 
and international audience. For more details please see the website: 
www.argyllfestivalofperformance.com

The Club has been invited to exhibit examples of GT cars from the 
classic era, and it would be great to hear both from members willing 
to exhibit relevant cars, and from those wishing to participate in this 
exciting new addition to the UK’s prestige car events calendar. Please 
contact either Norman Geddes (Norman.geddes@frazercoogans.
co.uk), or  Nicholas Terry (nterry762@gmail.com) to discuss joining us, 
and the Chief of the Clan Campbell, next year. Exhibitors will receive 
two complimentary Festival tickets, whilst club members, using a 
special code, can get a 15% reduction in ticket prices.

Once again Mark Hales will give 
excellent coaching

Welcome to Lincolnshire

Mark Hales driving the Trofeo 4200 Organiser, Geoff Lancaster, in Annie 
Potter’s Spyder 4200 last year 
An exact clone of his own car.

Aerial view of Blyton Park Our track layout. We will have two 
layouts to play on!

Open House at McGrath Maserati   - 21 April 2018
For a tour of the 
illustrious garage. 
A glass of bubbly 
and a light buffet
will be served at  
lunchtime and 
refreshments 
available throughout 
the day. Tickets £10  
per person - payable  
to Maserati Club -  
is to be generously 
donated to the  
Motor Neurone  
Disease Association.
 
Open  
10.00 to 16.00hrs.
Entrance by ticket only. 
Book now as numbers 
are limited.  
Details on the 
Club website.

Make your booking now

to avoid disappointment!

Places filling up fast!

Now Full. Please ask to be put on the wait-list.

DATES ARE NOW COMFIRMED

Expect to see the most exciting racing action over the weekend. 
The action will build on the excitement, spectacle and adrenaline of 

previous events, with more than 20 races over the weekend. 

Full access to all paddocks to get close to the cars
and talk to the drivers. 

Free access to the grandstands with 
free viewing on the big Screens.

Display your car in the infield on The Maserati Club stand when 
buying a Maserati car club package. 

There will be many other attractions including Rock concerts on 
Friday and Saturday evenings (acts to be advised). Hot air balloons, 

parachutists, fair ground rides, many car club displays 
plus trade stalls etc.

All this is included in the club discount ticket price.

Super Early Bird Car Club Display Packages:  
Available until 31st December 2017 
Early Bird Car Club Display Packages: 
Available 1st January until 31st March 2018 
Standard Car Club Display Packages: 
Available 1st April to 31st May 2018 
General Admission Tickets and Extras: 
Available until 19th July 2018

Booking details below:- 

SPECIAL MASERATI CLUB DISPLAY TICKET OFFER

Warning!!
After the 31st May 2018 you will not be able to purchase the  

discount tickets or infield display passes, under any circumstances. 

Super Early Bird 
Tickets until

31st Dec 2017 

Early Bird Tickets 
1st Jan - 31st  

Mar 2018 

Standard Tickets 
1st April - 31st 

May 2018 

Car Club 
Display 

Package
3-Day Weekend 	 £99 	 £102 	 £120 
2-Day Fri/Sat 	 £82 	 £92 	 £102 
2-Day Sat/Sun 	 £94 	 £101 	 £112 
Friday 	 £43 	 £45 	 £52 
Saturday 	 £71 	 £74 	 £78 
Sunday 	 £60 	 £62 	 £67 

It is important that when you have booked your tickets you 
kindly email me, Edwin, at EJF@MANX.NET  to advise what day/

days and which car you intend to come in, if you have a choice of 
modern or Classic please bring your Classic, 

it is after all a Classic car event.

You will need to contact the Silverstone Classic 
website below for your tickets using the 

Club Code: 18012CCD
  www.silverstoneclassic.com/buycarclubtickets.

These tickets can only be purchased by using the booking code  
18012CCD which is dedicated to our club. The package includes 
two Event Tickets and one infield vehicle display pass per day. 

The Maserati Club 
will be in attendance and have a centre display.

 20 / 21 / 22 JULY 2018 * Provisional dates
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All photographs credit to Maserati Media Centre unless stated otherwise. Disclaimer and Contact Address. 

The Newsletter allows contributions from Club members to air their own views, advice on technical matters and latitudes in expressing opinions on controversial 
subjects, so that members will be better informed. Views expressed are not necessarily those of the Editor or Committee of the Maserati Club Ltd.  
The Newsletter is published bi-monthly by the Maserati Club Ltd. with the understanding that from the information presented therein, there can be no responsibility 
as to the accuracy or legality on the part of the Maserati Club Ltd.

Articles and news items on Maserati related topics are welcome. Please address contributions to:  
Henry McNeill, The Editor, 15 The Crofts, Upper Halliford Green, Shepperton TW17 8SD. Email: newsletter@maseraticlub.co.uk

Copy deadline for the February/March Issue is 5th February 2018.

Marketplace

As a lifelong Maserati man and 
keen photographer, Dave Smith 
has built up an extensive library 
of  photographs of Maserati 
cars and Club members taken 
at race meetings and other 
motoring events.

Copies and enlargements are
available at attractive prices.

Contact Dave on
01494 717701

Remember – members can advertise their cars for free in the Newsletter and 
Club website - www.maseraticlub.co.uk 

1981 Maserati Merak SS RHD 

1999 Maserati QP IV EVO 

2006 Quattroporte V Duo Select 

Reluctant sale of a very original and 
maintained. MOT Until 3rd August 
2018. Current Mileage 81,859km. 
Engine rebuilt in 2009 at 79,478km. 
I’ve owned the car since August 2003 
and since then virtually all of the 
mechanical aspects of the car have 
been done, including hydraulics and 
brakes by Bill McGrath and engine by 
B.L. Autos. I have a huge file detailing 
all the work done on the car since I 
have had it. I also have an original 
space saver spare wheel and tyre and 
the original jack is still in the car. If I 
was not selling the car, then I would 
have had the bodywork restored and, 
possibly got the air-conditioning 
working. It has been an extremely 
reliable car in the time that I have 
owned it and it has not broken down 
once. I am happy to send more 
photos or discuss further on the 
phone. I’m looking for realistic offers. 
I am aware that there is nothing as 
‘new’ or original as this currently on 
the market and the prices being asked 
for these. Please feel free to call Yil 
on 07860 234 234 or e-mail me on 
yil@akyuz.me.uk

A beautiful comfortable car with 
sports appeal and high specification. 
First registered in January 2006, this 
car has done less than 35,000 miles. 
The bodywork and interior are in 
immaculate condition, as can be seen 
from the photographs. The car was 
fully serviced in October 2012 at Au-
toshield Maserati and again in Decem-
ber 2015 at JCT600 in Leeds. Interim 
service in May 2017 at Autoshield with 
new discs and pads fitted all round. 
New battery fitted in July 2016. MOT 
valid until September 3rd, 2018. The 
car has covered less than 10,400 miles 
during my five years of ownership, 
being restricted as far as possible 
to fine weather trips rather than 
any commuting or journeys in bad 
weather. The car comes with Bosch 
Satellite Navigation. CD map of UK 
& Ireland included. Here are some 
of the additional features from the 
extensive specification: Duo Select 
Cambiocorsa six speed gearchange 
(giving the choice of ‘Automatic’ or 
‘Manual’) Switching for Sport / Normal 
mode. Radio and 5 CD autochanger. 
SIM slot for onboard mobile phone 
(Handsfree or Handset operation), 
Trip Computer, Headlamp washers, 
Cruise Control, Height-adjustable 
front seatbelts, Front and rear parking 
sensors, Extra entertainment and car 
controls mounted on front and rear of 
steering wheel (Jeremy Clarkson could 
not believe it!) Heated seats front and 

back, Rear privacy screen, Additional 
control panel mounted in the back to 
enable some car and climate settings 
to be adjusted by rear occupants, 
Rear centre seat with seatbelt and 
adjustable headrest, Dropdown rear 
armrest in the centre seat position, 
containing heated seat controls, 12v 
power socket, pen and phone tray 
etc.. Two wood-finish lockable, fold-
down picnic tables mounted on the 
back of the front seats with additional 
pullout surface, Security Tracking  
facility available via Vodaphone/Cobra. 
Three drivers seat memory settings. 
All seats electronically adjustable. 
Independent driver/passenger climate 
control. Space saver spare wheel, jack, 
wheelbrace, Locking wheel bolts (4). 
Soft-touch external door opening. 
Automatically dimming rear view 
mirror, Electrically adjustable external 
mirrors, Adjustable steering wheel, 
Front and rear fog lights, Electri-
cally operated glass sunroof with 
manual sunshade/blind, Drink chiller 
in central console, Two keys will be 
supplied with the car. Please note that 
the private plate will not be included 
in the sale. The car can be viewed in 
Pocklington, East Yorkshire and is  
currently owned by Club Member 
Sean Muirhead. (The car is being  
advertised for sale elsewhere). 
£20,000. Contact Sean at  
seanmuirhead@hotmail.com or 
telephone 01759 304050. 

Increasingly rare and in wonderful 
condition. The car is well known and 
respected in Maserati circles having 
been owned by well-known club mem-
bers. I’ve been a member since the 
mid-90s, and of the six models I have 
subsequently owned, this ranks as the 
best example. The engine is a devel-
oped version of that which powered 
the Shamal, and later put into the 
3200.Undoubtedly the finest engine of 
that era. The body carries the trade-
mark Gandini rear slashes. The car 
has been fastidiously maintained by 
Ftech and is a splendid example of an 
increasingly rare model. £12,350.00. 
Contact golfswjon@gmail.com or 
telephone 01395 222 311. 

This stunning Verde Goodwood QP 
has covered just 27k with two owners, 
known to me for the last four years, 
when just 1000 miles have been done. 
Full spec inc sunroof, Full history, all 
up to date campaigns, just serviced 
by PK Supercars, full health check 
done, with the quote “its the best 
2006 QP we have seen”. early 2006 
car, so cheaper tax bracket too, Over 
mats fitted, rear blind, all the goodies. 
£17,000.  Contact Rob Jenner  
07747 130139,  
rob@exclusively-jaguar.co.uk  
Club Member.

Full history, 2 previous owners, both 
club members. 50 k miles. RHD 4.9 
cc auto. Just had full glass out body 
restoration and interior trim. £75,000. 
Contact jim@deringarms.com or 
telephone 01233 840 371. 

1983 Maserati Kyalami RHD 
4.9 Auto 

2006 Quattroporte V 4200 Petrol Executive GT 

Astrid Appels writes ‘My father Julien 
is an avid, but retired Maserati car 
owner, and is now selling his rare 
book collection. He has many first 
editions of super rare car books, 
many of them relating to Maserati. 
See the club website for further 
details. You can reach my father at: 
appels.julien@skynet.be 
or via  +32 496 55 10 23 

Does anyone have a pair of later 
front seats for a 3500GT? I have a 
pair of earlier ones to swap if this 
helps. Contact Keith Hudson, 
Leicester, at hudfish@gmail.com 
or telephone 01162 788 739

New handbook £20 plus p & p. 
Contact Alan on 01635 202521.

FOR SALE
Rare Book Collection

WANTED: 
3500 GT Front Seats Needed 

FOR SALE
3200GT Owners handbook 

Dave Smith 

Advertising rates for members: Free for Club Members. Log in and select ‘Add a Classified Ad’ from the Member’s Home page to add details of your car and parts.
Advertising rates for non-members and trade: £30 for text with/without a photograph.
•	 Please email advertisements to advertising@maseraticlub.co.uk. 
•	 Please pay into Sort Code: 08-92-99, Account no: 65635025, Quoting ref (NL) and name, e.g. ‘NL John Smith’. 
•	 We now accept PayPal payments through the ‘Treasurer@maseraticlub.co.uk’ email address.
•	 As a last resort, contact the Editor to confirm any cheque payments.
All advertisements will feature in two consecutive issues of the Maserati Club Newsletter, on our Club website 
(Market page) for 2 months and one issue of Auto Italia magazine. One photo can be used for the Newsletter and up to 5 for the website.

Please inform us when you have sold your car or parts

Additional cars may be found on the club 
website, www.maseraticlub.co.uk

Autumn Meeting 2017

Regalia - visit:
www.maseraticlub.co.uk/members/market

Maserati News
Petrol Levante S arrives in the UK

Pirelli Feature: P Zero World comes to Munich

Maserati’s eagerly anticipated petrol-
engined Levante S is currently available 
to order in the UK. Levante S has been 
engineered to excite the sport-focused 
driver. It makes extensive use of light-
weight materials, boasts an ideal 50:50 
weight distribution and the segment’s 
lowest centre of gravity. 

Levante S is equipped with the latest 
evolution of the Maserati 3.0-litre V6 
engine with 0-62mph in 5.2 seconds 
and a top speed of 164mph. The V6 
petrol engine was designed by Maserati 
Powertrain, in conjunction with the 
Ferrari Powertrain development team, 
and is manufactured by Ferrari in 
Maranello exclusively for Maserati. An 
eight-speed ZF automatic gearbox, 
provides seamless and ultra-fast gear 
shifting, and drivers can choose 
between four drive modes: Normal, 
I.C.E., Sport and Off-Road. Each one 
uses different settings, intelligently 
altering engine, transmission, 
suspension and electronic settings 
when required.

The 430 hp Levante S features a 
state-of-the-art braking system that 
deals superbly with the car’s high 
performance. The front system has 
adopted Brembo 6-piston aluminium 
monobloc callipers working on 380mm 
drilled discs. Aluminium 42mm floating 
callipers with 330mm x 22mm 
ventilated drilled discs are fitted at 
the rear.

In addition, the aluminium double-
wishbone, five-link suspension layout 
of Levante S comprises standard Air 
Springs and electronically-controlled 
Skyhook shock absorbers. In 
conjunction with the Q4 Intelligent 
All-Wheel Drive System and the torque 
vectoring system, the chassis delivers 
GT on-road dynamics and surprising 
off-road capabilities.

An enhanced ADAS package is 
optionally available with the Levante 
S, which includes new active functions 
such as Highway Assist, Lane Keeping 
Assist, Active Blind Spot Assist and 

Traffic Sign Recognition. The new 
Electronic Power Steering (EPS), 
introduced with MY18, supports the 
enhanced ADAS package and also 
improves the car’s handling and 
comfort, whilst retaining the razor-
sharp steering feel expected of any 
Maserati.

In line with Maserati’s new range 
strategy, the Levante S comes in two 
distinct trim levels: the GranLusso and 
GranSport. The Maserati Levante S is 
available from £70,755 OTR, to find out 
more and arrange a test drive please 
visit your local Maserati dealer.

Munich in Germany: famous for beer, 
sausages, and now…tyres. It’s not an 
association that might immediately 
spring to mind. But this is about to 
change, now that Pirelli has opened the 
very first European P Zero World outlet 
in the city. P Zero World is a new con-
cept when it comes to what you think of 
as a tyre shop. Its aim is to concentrate 
on products and services for the 
premium and prestige segments, 
putting it firmly in Maserati territory.

After the successful premiere of the 
world’s first P Zero World in Los Angeles 
last year, Pirelli is now starting to open 
additional flagship stores in selected 
European megacities, particularly those 
with a certain degree of automotive 
culture. No surprise that the first 
example was in Munich. The defining
characteristic of P Zero World is the 
unique combination of first-class 
product and service quality, profes-
sional expert advice, and an elegant 
and very comfortable environment that 
makes every visit a real experience for 
customers. Cup of fresh espresso? No 

problem. Your favourite glossy motor-
ing magazines? On the table. If you’re 
still bored, there are even some iPads 
to play with.

Pirelli has a long and successful tradi-
tion in motorsport. And that’s inspired 
the design of P Zero World, a bit like a 
Formula 1 pit garage. To further bask 
in the atmosphere, you can read about 
the highlights of Pirelli’s 110-year history 
in motorsport, see iconic pictures from 
various editions of the legendary Pirelli 
calendar, and look back at the motoring 
ads that have shaped popular automo-
tive culture. We’ve got some high-per-
formance tyres for you to examine too, 
including Formula 1 tyres.

Pirelli has also got a strong involvement 
in motorbikes (in fact, the company’s 
supply deal with World Superbikes is 
one of the longest-enduring partner-
ships in all of motorsport). P Zero World 
Munich naturally caters for bikers as 
well, with products from the Diablo 
range on display, together with a Ducati 
Monster naked bike. 

The idea behind these high-profile 
launches in Los Angeles and Munich 
is to mark a new chapter in Pirelli’s 
business strategy, which is increasingly 
focused on the premium and prestige 
segments (such as Maserati). But this 
sort of collaboration begins long before 
the cars reach the showroom, as Pirelli’s 
engineers work closely alongside their 
counterparts at Maserati to design tyres 
that are tailor-made for each Maserati 
model during the earliest design phases. 
It’s what Pirelli calls the ‘perfect fit’ 
philosophy, and it’s the same thinking 

that is brought into P Zero World when 
it comes to selecting replacement tyres.

So, what can you expect if you happen 
to drop into Pirelli’s latest base in 
Munich with your Maserati? A dedicated 
team of 20 experts are waiting in a facil-
ity that covers a floor area of more than 
1,000 square metres. At their disposal 
is the latest equipment when it comes 
to tyre monitoring and diagnosis: the 
automotive equipment of an intensive 
care unit. Come and visit to experience 
a level of tyre service like nowhere else.
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FIRST IMPRESSIONS FIRST IMPRESSIONS

When I started circuit racing in 
2000, I would drive my Jaguar 
XK to the track and after racing 
finished, I would drive it home. 
However, it only took a few races 
to realise that this was not a 
safe way to get home. Worn out 
tyres, knackered brakes and 
frequently electrical problems, 
not to mention the odd dent, so 
I purchased a trailer. In those 
days my everyday day car was 
a 3200GT and so I sold it and 
purchased the first of my three 
VW Touareg’s turbo diesels. 

I towed the XK and later the E Type 
from Knock Hill in Scotland to  Mon-
za in Italy and most of the circuits in 
between with no problems over the 
next 17 years. The Touareg’s were 
good tow vehicles, comfortable and 
reliable up to 150,000 miles and 
cheap to run. However, in August 
this year, the third one was coming 
up to 85,000 and I thought that 
before it get too close to 100,000 
I would sell it and buy something 
different. With all the bad press that 
diesels were getting I thought it was 
time to go back to a petrol engine. I 
still needed an SUV for towing and 
generally moving stuff around. I 
thought it would be fun to have a 
tow car that matched one of the 
cars that I raced, so that limited me 
to the Jaguar F Pace and the Mase-

rati Levante. Both available with new 
petrol engines models. Interestingly 
both manufacturers are planning to 
introduce an electric model soon. 

I got to know the salesman at local 
Lancaster Jaguar Land Rover dealer-
ship and he arranged for me to test 
drive the Jaguar F Pace with both the 
petrol and diesel engine options and 
I liked them both. The petrol ver-
sion being more receptive, crisper 
and sounded better and I was very 
close to signing on the dotted line 
to order a petrol version when I 
remembered that I had not driven 
the Levante.  I advised the salesman 
that I was going to test drive the 
Maserati Levante before making a 
final decision, he was polite but had 
a “why would you want to do that” 
look on his face. 

I was not expecting the test drive 
in the Levante to change my mind. 
After all, what do Maserati know 
about manufacturing SUV’s as com-
pared with Jaguar combined with 
LandRover who have experience of 
designing and building them going 
back 60 years. I took some advice 
and was advised that despite all 
the bad press surrounding diesels 
engines and my need to drive into 
London regularly, the diesels would 
not be banned for a few years and 
the diesel represented very good 

value as they have now been out for 
2 years as compared with the new 
petrol version Levante that has only 
just been introduced. 

I had received promotional emails 
from Maranello in Egham about the 
new petrol Levante and although I 
had never done any business with 
them, I phoned up for a test drive. 
My call could not have been timed 
better as they were offering test 
drives in the new petrol Levante on 
the road, in a forest, and on a closed 
fast circuit with a professional racing 
driver to show what a Levante can 
do. I thought even if I’d don’t like it 
at least it would be a fun day out! 
The Levante in the forest stage did 
nothing that my Touareg could not 
have done, but when we got onto 
the circuit I was reminded that I 
was driving a Maserati. With Sports 
mode selected it cornered well, 
turned in well and with the stiffer 
setting on the shock absorbers 
there was minimal body roll also 
due to the whole car lowering under 
speed it was very impressive on the 
circuit and fast.

Just to further blur the gap between 
a conventional SUV and the Levante 
it has many features that you would 
not expect on a SUV such as 
Formula 1 style paddle shifts along-
side the sequential automatic box 

and numerous features that allowed 
the driver to set the car up for the 
style of driving expected, thereby 
maintaining the Maserati experience 
of being a driver’s car.  For a big car 
(over 5 meters long) the petrol 
version does 0 - 60 mph in 5.2 
seconds despite weighing over 
2 tons and the diesel is no slouch 
with a top speed of 143mph and 
loads of torque for towing. The 
diesel is significantly more 
economical than the petrol model. 

Another piece of advice was to not 
buy a standard car “spec it up”. As 
the enjoyment of driving the petrol 
against the diesel was not as huge 
as the price difference between 
a new petrol model as compared 
with a used diesel model, especially 
taking Nigel advice into account and 
ignoring the “from” price and actu-
ally buying what you like with a good 
spec reflecting the luxury Italian 
brand and adding a wow factor. So 
you can guess where this is going. 
Before I left the showroom, I put a 
deposit down on a diesel Levante 
some with less than 3000 miles. 
It had been ordered with the full 
Luxury Pack which included acres 
of beautiful leather with the full 
Luxury Pack which included acres 
of beautiful leather with red 
stitching and carbon fibre capping, 
panoramic roof and a whole host

of extras, including the tow bar cost, 
the first owner about £20,000 over 
the basic price.

Then the problems started. I had a 
5 week wait before I could collect it. 
Not because I ordered a concealed 
tow bar, which they kindly did not 
charge me for, but because of the 
DVLA. The first owner had 
registered the car in the Isle of 
Man (I cannot imagine why) and 
therefore it could not be driven in 
any other part of the U.K. without a 
V5. To cut a 5-week story short, the 
first application was lost some-
where and the second application 
was rejected because they used 
photocopies of the first application. 
Then new originals were supplied 
from the Isle of Man to DVLA. Each 
application took 8-10 days and as 
the 5th week commenced, the DVLA 
advised that they would have to 
reject the last application because in 
the budget the registration fee had 
been reduced and they had no way 
of issuing a credit! 

Maranello told them what they 
could do with the overpayment and 
to issue the V5 immediately, which 
they fortunately did so I could go 
and collect the car the next day.

During the 5 weeks delay I had sold 
my Touareg and so Maranello kindly 
loaned me a newish white diesel 
Ghibli which was definitely not 
“spec’d up”. It would have been fine 
as a wedding car as it has plenty of 
room in the back but not a pleasure 
to drive. Sorry Maserati but I have 
an aversion to men driving white 
cars and as a luxury car manufac-
turer you really should not build 
such low specification cars with vinyl 
interiors. This was replaced by a 
loaned Quattroporte again almost 
new and black this time. To me it 
was a company limousine, quiet 
and comfortable and if you like that 
sort of thing the more luxurious of 
the two cars but still a low spec car. 
Eventually I was able to collect the 
Levante and I am thrilled with it. 
The onboard technology makes it a 
safer car to drive as there are less 
distractions and the performance is 
great. Who said Maserati can’t build 
a SUV or should I say build 
a Maserati.

Levante purchased from Maranello 

Loaned Ghibli from Maranello with a friend’s Granturismo 

Loaned Quattroporte from Maranello 

TorqueTalk welcomes contributions from any member of our club. News involving Maseratis and OSCAs is especially 
welcome, even if it is not owned or driven by a member of our club. Please keep sending your stories and photographs.

Still a great looking car the 3200 GT


