
Annual Report 

Chairman’s Annual Report for the year to 31 December 2016 on 
behalf of the Club Directors and Committee 

I can report that the Club is in good health.   

Membership 

Membership continues to grow and at the end of 2016 was at 689.  At 
this moment it is at 722 and continues to expand.  Without a doubt 
this has been due in the main to the new website that not only makes 
the Club look very attractive, but also makes it very easy to join.  That 
said, our reputation for having great events also helps and I now have 
two friends who heard what a great time we had, bought a Maserati 
and joined the Club! 

I must add that we are still merging the old membership lists with the 
database for the new website; and this will no doubt result in a small 
cull of non-payers and those still refusing to update their standing 
orders. Members who have joined using the website and members who 
renew on the website reduce dramatically the administrative burden 
for the Club and I urge you to do likewise. 

A new class of membership has been introduced and partners of 
Members can now join as Associate Members at a reduced fee of £25.  
This allows for all rights accorded to a full member but Associate 
Members do not receive a Trident or Newsletter. Occasionally 
members of other Maserati Clubs join our rallies and they are now 
being asked for the £25 fee to ensure that we do not breach the 
requirements of our liability insurance cover. 

 

Events 

It is normal for the Chairman to run through the events of the year; I 
think it important to continue this tradition to thank those who have 
put a considerable amount of time and effort into the organisation for 
the benefit of other members. 

 The first event of 2016 was the Northern Lights lunch attended 
by some 50 members and held at the Mere Country Club and 
very well organised by Gail Moseley.  Note that there is an 
exciting new format coming next year details of which are 
already on the website. 



 In March members gathered at Clive Brandon’s house where 
some 70 members enjoyed a buffet lunch.  Our thanks to Clive 
and Pamela for opening up their home in this way 

 Then came CM16, the Spring Rally to the Moselle organised in 
huge detail, as we have come to expect, by Roger Epsztajn. 
Detail down to whether you ate Foie Gras or not!  A huge entry 
of 60 cars enjoyed a long weekend based at the Hotel Schloss 
Berg.  There were drinks receptions galore, a ferry crossing 
(Roger’s trademark), track time, a boat cruise and a visit to the 
Maginot line amongst so much else.  A huge thank you to 
Roger, Helen and Roger’s nephew Ben and his wife who live in 
the Moselle. 

 Next up was Bob Amato’s Maserati and Margherita party in 
Manchester in June.  There was a charity collection for local 
charity, Claire House, that resulted in a very moving letter of 
thanks from the charity that was published in the Newsletter. 
Very well done Bob. 

 The AGM was held at Prescott again.  Teresa Lerry organised 
the hotel for the Saturday with another slightly raucous dinner. 
And then the AGM and Concours on the Sunday co-ordinated by 
Michael O’Shea who managed to bribe the Jaguar Club to give 
us sole use of the Clubhouse for our meeting.  

 First off in July was a new event, the Club Track Day at Blyton 
Park organised by Geoff Lancaster.  We seem to have touched a 
nerve here as this was soon fully booked.  Decent weather and 
a good mix of cars including many Maseratis made for a great 
day on the track. 

 In July many of us made our annual pilgrimage to Silverstone 
for the Classic Meeting.  As ever, Edwin Faulkner did a sterling 
job in the organisation including persuading Maserati to lend 
him one of their mobile event units as a base around which the 
cars were gathered.  The A Team gave very able assistance in 
setting up and arranging the cars in ranks. 

 Another regular event in the far south east was held in August 
at the Dering Arms, the Summer Garden Party hosted by Jim 
Buss.  Music, food and Maseratis. If you haven’t found the time 
before do try to attend this year. 

 In September the Club was well represented at the International 
Meeting in The Netherlands.  The hotel and social aspects were 
really excellent though the driving experience somewhat limited. 
At the start we were warned that the country was overrun with 
bicycles and that they had an unassailable right of way – 
whatever the circumstances; this was very noticeable! Our 



thanks again to Roger Epsztajn for co-ordinating our club 
entries. 

 Next month saw us heading to Hampshire for the Autumn 
Meeting at Oakley Hall Hotel, very ably organised by Ken 
Chisholm.  The highlight was undoubtably our visit to the engine 
shed and the run in a steam train on the Bluebell Line though 
some may say the visit to Bombay Sapphire Gin was more 
beneficial! 
At the Christmas lunch the  Antony Hartley Trophy was awarded 
to Ken Chisholm for an excellent Autumn Rally and I’d like to 
take this opportunity to present the triophy to Ken.  

 In November the A Team led by Edwin and with the generous 
help of David and Angie Daw set up shop again at the NEC for 
the Classic Motor Show.  This time the focus was on Maserati 
engined racing cars and Edwin with the help of Michael O’Shea 
put on a stunning display that deservedly won Best Large Stand 
at the show.  In addition, Tony Young’s unique Ghibli Spyder 
won car of the show.  Well done one and all – a great accolade 
for the Club and the marque. 

 And finally, the Christmas Lunch at The Bluebird in Kings Road, 
London ended perhaps the Club’s busiest year of events.  It was 
a really excellent day out and thanks go to Andrew Hutton for 
his first class organisation.  Paul Clayson acted as auctioneer 
and we had the benefit of some words from Peter Denton, head 
of Maserati Northern Europe who gave a roundup of progress 
with sales and new models. As ever we had to be forced to go 
home! 

That’s a pretty impressive list of happenings over 12 months and the 
Committee is very grateful to all of the organisers who give so much 
time and effort to make these events so enjoyable for us all.  On top of 
that we also recognise the enormous support we receive from our 
sponsors from Maserati Northern Europe, the dealers, HR Owen and 
Greypaul, Locton’s Insurance, McGraths and Autoshield and many 
others as without them and without your support of these kind and 
generous people the organisation would be so much more difficult. 

The Committee is very aware that demand for many events outstrips 
supply and so we are looking to expand slightly the options available.  
Next April Arthur and Pam Ready are organising a two night event in 
the Yorkshire Dales.  This is followed in May by CM18, a week long trip 
across the Pyrenees, the idea being to offer both a short weekend in 
the UK and for those with more time, a longer overseas trip.  I hope 
our plan works! 



The website has proved a great success in making the information on 
Club events easily accessible.  Can I just reiterate what I have said 
before that registering an interest through the website is not a 
booking.  But having registered you will receive an e-mail advising that 
the bookings are now open and the booking form is available on the 
website! 

 

Club Developments 

Now a few words about how and where the Club has progressed over 
the past year. 

Firstly our relationship with Locton’s Insurance continues apace and I 
do ask you to give them the opportunity to quote when your renewal 
comes around David Hamer is here today and so do seek him out. 

Our agreement with Pirelli came into being last October - £50 cash 
back on two or more tyres of 17” size or larger and smaller discounts 
for smaller tyres.  Details appear on the news pages of the website. 

The biggest development of the year was the launch of the new 
website last June.  In one stroke this has transformed the way the 
Club operates and has the ability to continue moving the Club forward.  
Once the website went live it was a case of understanding, reviewing 
and improving.  There is still work to do but we have had to adhere to 
budgets and the time constraints of those members involved.  If you 
have ideas or suggestions for improvements, please don’t be afraid to 
let us know.  Jerry will comment further in his financial report but I 
have to say again that renewing through the website removes a huge 
administrative burden for the Club – please do so if you can. 

Our thanks are due to Graham Wood who puts a huge amount of effort 
into the site and the rest of the team. They along with Graham, are 
still meeting to agree on the way forward, namely Roger Epsztajn, 
Andy Heywood and Adam Painter. 

I want to pay tribute again to Henry Peder, (alias ‘Enrico’) who ran our 
original website single handedly and to great effect for quite a number 
of years.  He is not one to stand up and take a bow and so the 
Committee agreed the purchase of a silver picture frame suitably 
engraved and this will be presented to him in the near future. 

On a personal note I have to admit defeat with the revision of the  
Articles of Association as time and tide have rather got in the way.  



However, I hope to pick this up again shortly and to be able to report 
to you on progress during the course of this year. 

 

The Committee 

On this subject my first tribute is to the team who runs your Club.  
They expend a huge amount of effort and time voluntarily and deserve 
your acclaim – one and all! 

At this time it falls on me to recognise two retiring Committee 
Members.  Ken Painter is a Founder Member, (number 10), of the 
Maserati Club from its formation in 1972, and was the original editor of 
the newsletter that evolved into the Trident the following year.  I’m 
not sure when Ken retired from the Committee the first time around 
but he rejoined in 2004 and has been an invaluable source of 
information and assistance over the past 13 years.  Many of you 
probably won’t be aware but in 1969 Ken bought the remains of a 
Maserati 4CS that had been buried in Singapore to hide it from the 
Japanese.  Rebuilt by Ken, it has been in the family these 48 years and 
is now campaigned by son and member Adam. Ken is also well known 
for his historical articles in Trident identifying cars in photographs and 
revealing their histories.  With the help of his late wife Chris, Ken was 
also the organiser of the very first Cameron Millar Rally held in and 
around Norwich many years ago. Ken will continue to assist Members 
who have imported Maseratis to have them registered with the DVLA.   
Thank you so much Ken, the Club is indebted to you. 

Also retiring from the Committee today is our long-term Committee 
member Derek Mills, well known for the Merak and Indy cars that he 
has campaigned for many years! Derek was Chairman of the 
organising Committee for the last, and very successful, International 
Rally in the UK, held at Goodwood in 2009 and, I quote, kind of carried 
on in the Club Committee after the International was over. For a 
number of years he has been our events co-ordinator doing an 
excellent job holding hands where necessary and pointing organisers 
in the right direction and, I have to say, always with such good grace. 
A huge thank you Derek. 

An additional Committee Member is sought and so please get in touch 
if you are at all interested. 

Finally, thank you for entrusting me with the Chairmanship.  I wish 
you all another years happy and safe Maserati Motoring. 


